Role Play: The exciting opportunity!

Roles:

4 fifth grade Ponderosa students
Teacher in front of the school door

Principal in the school office

Parents at home

Police at the station

Van Driver

Two fifth grade looking students from another school in the Van

Older girl with lots of piercing and tattoos

Narrator:

After school four fifth grade students who walk home were talking outside the school fence.  Along comes a white van and drives up and parks near the students but outside the school fence.  Out hops an older girl with black clothes, lots of pierced ear rings, a pierced nose and tongue and lots of cool looking tattoos.  This older girl comes over to the four fifth graders and tells them the following story:
Older Girl: “Hay guys you are really cute and cool.  I am going to let you in on a very special, once in a life time opportunity.  You know who Britney Spears is, don’t you?
Well she wants us to take you to be in a music video.  You have to come now and don’t tell anyone because she does not want a lot of un-cool kids showing up.  These two studnets in the van are going.  We will pay lots of money and maybe you will become a movie star.  What so you say?  Are you going to come with us for this great and exciting chance to meet Britney and star in her new video?  We can have you home by dark. “

Kids in Van:

“Yeah, come on we are going.  Get in with us.”

Ponderosa students:

Role Play 5th grade

Introduce myself and Go over rules 

Goals:

Evaluate what is important to character’s interests;

Determine what statements/actions support conclusions; 

Evaluate and prioritize reasons

Stated objectives:

The students will be able to state and write the reasons for the actions they would take given the scenario of the role play.

Materials: “The exciting opportunity” scenario

Warm-up

1. Warming up for role play: Talk about acting then ask the students to do the following acting exercises: Ask students to stand by their desk and do the following actions: Stretch up; touch hands to floor; shake hands with person on the left and right and say “Good afternoon to you.”; bark like a dog; meow like a cat; act like a gorilla; show me a scared face; show me a sad face; show me a smile.

2. Warm-up for role play:  How many of you have been in a situation where you really wanted to do something but were afraid that your parents or teachers would not want you to do it?  Can you give me an example? (select two or three).  Today’s role play is about an exciting opportunity that just does not happen every day and if it were real.  Wow!  
Selecting the participants:  read the roles from the scenario and ask for volunteers.  Ask actors to take a few minutes to talk about their roles and how they are going to do the action. (outside or in a corner)

Preparing the audience to observe the enactment:
Ask them to be polite and observe for how real the action seems.  Tell them that they are to think of different ways this scene could be played out and their reasons why.

The enactment:

The narrator reads the opening and then the actors create the ending to the scene.

Discussion and Evaluations

1. How realistic was the action?

2. Would you do something different? Why?

3. Ask for suggestions for each of the roles.

Re-Enactment

Have student role play some of the suggestions made during the discussion

Sharing and Generalizing

Ask students for evaluation and reasoning for the changes.  Ask for other ideas of how this could be different.  Have each student write what they would personally do in this situation and why.

